Science - Kindergarten

Concept/Goal

University School of
Nashville

Activity/Resource

MYSELF AND
OTHERS

Explore similarities, differences,
and variations between self and
others

Develop understanding and
appreciation of self and others

Make observations

Gather and record information on charts, graphs, murals;
make comparisons

Classify, compare

Measure with nonstandard units: height, hand capacity

Myself and Others science kit
Monthly self-portraits

Activities related to height, hands, eyes, hair,
skin

Poems, songs, finger plays

Poems, songs, finger plays

Use of related literature: fiction and
nonfiction

Place Based Education Program

PLACE-
BASED
SCIENCE
EDUCATION

PLACE-
BASED
SCIENCE
EDUCATION
(cont’d)

Engages in open-ended
explorations of living things in
different environments

Engages in simple investigations
to extend observations, test
predictions, and pursue questions

Uses senses, tools, and simple
measures to collect data

Describes and records
experiences; makes predictions
and generalizations based on
experiences

Develops an increased
vocabulary and ability to
communicate observations and
ideas.

Understands the concept of what it means to be a
naturalist.

Searches for and finds different plants and small animals
in the natural environment

Observes various plant and animals noticing similarities
and differences in appearance and behavior

Asking “what if” questions.
Participates in designing a simple investigation

Uses sight and touch when gathering information about
living things

Uses materials to observe and record information about
living things

Draws on prior experiences when describing, comparing,
and talking about new experiences

Use of Naturalist materials including hand
lens, collection jars, journal.

Participates in small and large group
discoveries in and around Nashville

Signs of the Season discussions at Edwin
Warner Park

Books by David Sobel and other naturalist
authors

Discovering Nature With Young Children
by Chalufour and Worth

Use of weather and temperature graphs
Collecting materials from nature to observe

in the classroom (to include fallen leaves,
sticks, and insects to release back into
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Science - Kindergarten

Concept/Goal

University School of
Nashville

Activity/Resource

Bases predictions and explanations on observations and
data from past experiences

Mentions various characteristics (shape, color, size,
names...) when describing a plant or animal; shares
questions, ideas, predictions

Connects data and observations from multiple
explorations, identifying patterns and relationships and
stating conclusions

nature...)
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