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First Grade Curriculum    1 

University School of 
Nashville 

Social Studies – First Grade 

Culture 
 
 

Explore and describe 
differences and similarities in 
the ways groups, societies, and 
cultures address human needs 
and concerns 
 
Construct an understanding of 
point of view 
 
Understand that languages, 
stories, folktales, music and 
artistic creations are expressions 
of culture 
 
Describe the importance of 
cultural unity and diversity 
 

Describe similarities and differences between self and 
others 
 
 
 
 
Write stories and other works from another point of 
view 
 
Read and comprehend stories, poetry, and other 
works from other cultures 
 
 
 
Explain why diversity and difference can be positive 
social values 
 

Literature and other activities about 
cultures 
 
 
 
 
Writing stories from another character’s 
point of view 
 
Fairy Tale Unit 
 
Exploring fairy tales from many different 
cultures 
 

People, 
Places, and 
Environment 

Describe climate and weather 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interpret and use maps and 
globes 
 

Use terminology for daily weather conditions 
 
Identify daily temperatures 
 
Recognize how temperature and weather change 
seasonally 
 
Name cardinal directions 
 
Create a map 
 
Locate states, oceans, and continents 
 

Daily calendar and weather activities 
 
Weather science kit 
 
Fairy Tale Unit 
 
 
Map activities 
 
Maps to go with stories being read, such as 
story maps 
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First Grade Curriculum    2 

University School of 
Nashville 

Social Studies – First Grade 

Communities Develop an understanding of 
what it means to be a member 
of a community 
 

Participate in class meetings 
 
Demonstrate cooperative skills in groups in math, 
science, literacy, and social studies 
 

Daily class meetings 
 
Fairy Tale Unit 
 
Problem solving class meetings 
 
Conflict resolution activities 
 
Cooperative activities  

Citizenship Examine the rights and 
responsibilities of individuals in 
relation to a group 

Participate in class meetings 
 
Demonstrate skills in conflict resolution (identifying 
the problem/ possible solutions, and choosing a 
solution) 

Daily class meetings 
 
Problem solving class meetings 
 
Fairy Tale Unit 
 
Conflict resolution activities 
 
Community Service Project 
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